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of asylum seekers into the country by stopping the boats that carry them from Indonesia, but his
comments were quickly shown to be empty rhetoric. “We will return there if we have to,” Malcolm

Turnbull told reporters in Jakarta on Thursday. “When we have people-smugglers, who are prepared
to risk the lives of people in order to make money, then we should not tolerate that,” he added.

Turnbull made the remarks when he met Indonesian President Joko Widodo at the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation summit in Beijing, and was swiftly pressed on whether the comment about

“people smugglers” was really a commitment for asylum seekers to return there. “There is no
guarantee of course, it is just a very strong suggestion that we would not accept that trade,” he

responded. Of course, any such measure will almost certainly have been struck down in the courts
by Australia’s top judge, High Court Chief Justice Robert French. In 2013, the country’s new prime

minister, Tony Abbott, gave a formal undertaking not to go back to the International Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). UNCLOS is currently being
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